
LIFE SCIENCES

R&D INNOVATION
The Columbus Region boasts world-renowned, award-winning healthcare systems and contract research 
organizations that are at the forefront of biomedical research.

• Nationwide Children’s Hospital is among the  
top bench to bedside research hospitals in  
the country.

• The Ohio State University and Wexner Medical 
Center is home to more than 20 centers and 
institutes, 2,000+ active trials and research 
studies, 140 core shared labs, and 3,000+ faculty 
and staff.

• Battelle is the world’s largest contract R&D 
organization. The Biomedical Research Center 
contains the largest privately owned Biosafety 
Level 3 facility in the country. 

• Gene therapy spinouts from Columbus Region 
research institutions include AmplifyBio, Andelyn 
Biosciences, AveXis (acquired by Novartis), 
Celenex (acquired by Amicus) and Myonexus 
Therapeutics (Acquired by Sarepta).  

INNOVATION DISTRICT
The Ohio State University and Nationwide Children’s Hospital have established a 270-acre Innovation District 
focused on cell and gene therapy. 

• The Innovation District is anchored by an 
interdisciplinary 305,000 research building 
and a 185,000 cGMP contract research and 
manufacturing facility operated by Andelyn 
Biosciences.

• In association with its construction investment at 
the Innovation District, OSU will increase annual 
STEM graduates from 8,000 to 24,000 over the 
next 15 years.

From medical breakthroughs to cutting-edge technology, the Columbus Region is home 
to one of the most dynamic life science industries in the country. Companies spanning the 
industry have operations focused on R&D, technology, and manufacturing.

columbusregion.com



TOP TALENT
The Columbus Region is home to a large existing talent pool of workers in life sciences occupations. With a low 
cost of living (nearly 10% below the national average), Columbus offers an affordable market for employers and 
workers alike.

Biology, Biomedical, Pharmaceutical Sciences Degree Completions:

UNMATCHED ACCESS 
The Columbus Region’s geographic location gives companies access to 
major Midwestern, Southern, and East Coast markets within a one-day drive. 

Within a day’s drive from the Columbus Region, 45% of the country’s 
population, 48% of headquarters operations and 50% of U.S. major  
hospital systems can be reached.

Located 10 miles south of Columbus is one of the world’s only cargo-
dedicated airports, Rickenbacker International Airport – home to a new 
air cargo pharmaceutical handling facility for products like vaccines and 
therapeutics that require cold storage.

• 68,100 total enrollment; Including  
6,700+ international students. 

• No. 3 for industry sponsored research

• The Ohio State University ranks in 
the top 10 nationally for biological 
and biomedical science doctorate 
completions.

• 28,159 enrollment

• Offers specially curated workforce 
programs to deliver successful talent  
to employers:

• Cell Gene Therapy Program 

• Modern Manufacturing Work-Study 

LIFE SCIENCES

Columbus  
Region Ohio 200 Miles  

(3 hours)
2,013 7,229 20,521

columbusregion.com


